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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
IAB FILE #010401 


The summary of this incident is based upon the reports, records, and taped interviews 
contained in this packet, including interviews with the Department members involved in 
the incident. This summary is preliminary, containing information verbally relayed to the 
Internal Affairs Bureau investigators by Department witnesses and other civilian witnesses 
associated with the incident. 


Lieutenant Willa Glover and Sergeants Staci Burgess and Katie Campbell of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau were notified on Monday, May 27, 1996, that deputies assigned to Century 
Station had been involved in a non-hit shooting. The handling Detective Sergeant, Warren 
Wadkins, was contacted at the scene by the IAB investigators. Sergeant Wadkins revealed 
that Unit 213A, Deputies Crystal Miranda, ee EE were 
involved in an on-duty incident wherein = shot at and missed a 417 suspect named 


Joseph Dillard Jr. Deputies Miranda an ere present and vo) to be 
interviewed by Sergeants Burgess and Campbell. Deputies Miranda and igned 
Administrative Rights/Sworn Subject admonishments. Deputies Miranda an 


account of this incident is documented in a report written on May 27, 1996. 


Investigation revealed that on May 27, 1996, at approximately 1517 hi uty o 
and his partner, Deputy Miranda, were on routine patrol. Dep Miranda 
were wearing Class “A” uniforms and were driving a marked patrol vehicle. As they were 
driving south on Central Avenue approaching 139th Street, they saw a gold Buick Regal, 
traveling east on 139th Street. The vehicle failed to stop at the stop sign at 139th Street and 
Central Avenue, and turned north onto Central Avenue. Deputy made a U-turn 
and pulled behind the Buick. 


were continually glancing at them. Deput: ctivated the solid red light on the light 
bar, in an attempt to stop the vehicle. At this point, the deputies’ intention was to cj 

driver for the traffic violation. The vehicle was not pulling over, so — 
activated the air horn several times. 


During this time, both deputies saw that ‘i ae two males in the vehicle. Both males 


The vehicle turned eastbound onto 137th Street. Deputy Miranda requested registration 
and warrant information for the vehicle, via her M.D.T. The vehicle continued on 137th 
Street until it reached 37th Street. The driver of the Buick parked the vehicle on the 
driveway apron, with the rear half of the car in the street (Exhibit B/Photos). As the vehicle 
came to rest, Deputies Miranda were advised that there was a felony warrant 
issued for the registered owner, Joseph Dillard, Jr. (Exhibit K/Suspect’s Personal 
History). 


Deputy ate in his IAB interview that the driver exited the vehicle crouched over, 
with his hand at his waist. He ran west to} 37th Street, and continued running north, 
up the driveway. Both deputies gave chase, while ordering the suspect to stop. The driver, 
later identified as Suspect Dillard, came to a metal gate that secured the driveway from the 
backyard of the location. Suspect Dillard attempted to jump over the gate, but he hit the 
top of the gate, causing the top hinge to break (Exhibit C/Photos). The top of the gate 
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rotated towards the backyard at about a 45 degree angle. Suspect Dillard fell onto the 
driveway. As Deputy reached Suspect Dillard, he was returning to his feet. 
Deputy jumped over the gate, in an attempt to seal off Suspect Dillard’s escape 
route. During the chase, both deputies saw Suspect Dillard reaching into his waistband, as 
if he was attempting to retrieve something. Both deputies continually ordered the Suspect 
to stop. 


waistband, as if the item he was attempting to retrieve was stuck. Deputy. 
recognized the object in Suspect Dillard’s waistband as a handgun. Deputy| 

pointed his Departmentally issued Beretta at Suspect Dillard and ordered him to raise his 
hands and surrender. Suspect Dillard ran toward Deputy M Fearing for his safety, 
Deput. truck Suspect Dillard in the chest 2-3 times with his flashlight, which he 
was holding in his left hand. Suspect Dillard attempte. strike Depo Ill an 
over-hand punch, using his right clenched fist. Deputy that he side-stepped 
the punch. 


Suspect Dillard came to a standing position. Suspect Dillard was still i at his 


Deputy Miranda stated in her IAB interview that she reached the rear yard as Suspect 
Dillard was coming to his feet, after his fall over the fence. Deputy Miranda stood on top 
of the broken gate, which was lying across the driveway (Exhibit D/Photos). Deputy 
Miranda observed the altercation between Dens Suspect Dillard and 
assessed the situation. Deputy Miranda stated she saw the butt of the gun in Suspect 
Dillard’s waistband. Deputy Miranda stated that she pointed her Departmentally-approved 
Beretta at Suspect Dillard and ordered him to raise his hands and surrender. 


Suspect Dillard turned toward Deputy Miranda and ran south, down the driveway toward 
the street (Exhibit E/Photos). As Suspect Dillard fled, he jumped onto the gate, causing 
Deputy Miranda to temporarily lose her balance. Both deputies gave chase. They could 
see that Suspect Dillard was still attempting to remove the gun from his waistband. 


Suspect Di an across 137th Street, down the driveway and into the backyard. 
ber a he was a few steps ahead of Deputy Miranda, when he stopped at 
the rear of the house (Exhibit F/Photos). As Deputy Miranda approached, Deol 
stated to her that Suspect Dillard had a gun. Prior to this, neither Deputy had advised eac! 
other of the observation of the Suspect's gun. Both Deputies continued to chase Suspect 
Dillard through the rear yard „B Suspect Dillard jumped on top of a brick wall at the 
rear of the yard (Exhibit G/Photos). As he was rolling over the top of the wall, he had a 


gun in his right hand. Suspect Dillard had his right arm extended and was pointing the gun 
at Deputie nd Miranda. 


Both Deputi 3 Miranda, fearing for their lives, fired at Suspect Dillard. Each 
deputy fired two rounds from their handguns, missing the suspect. Suspect Dillard 
disappeared over the wall. 


The deputies established a containment of the area and initiated a search for the suspect. 
Unit 213, Deputies Propster and Ferguson, arrived and assumed control of the scene. 


Deputie: land Miranda returned to their patrol car. They saw the passenger of the 
vehicle standing on the sidewalk next to the Buick. The passenger was identified as 
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Tyquann Benson. Suspect Benson was subsequently arrested for possession of Marijuana. 


In his interview with Century Station Detectives (ExhibitJ/Reports), Suspect Benson 
stated that he was walking down the street when Suspect Dillard offered him a ride. He 
stated he does not know Suspect Dillard's real name. Suspect Benson stated when the 
Deputies pulled behind Suspect Dillard's vehicle, he told Suspect Dillard to stop the car, 
but Suspect Dillard refused to stop his vehicle. When questioned about whether or not 
Suspect Dillard had a gun, Suspect Benson stated he did not see a gun. When asked about 
Suspect Dillard's possible motivation for running, Suspect Benson stated he believed 
Suspect Dillard ran for reasons beyond the possibility that he possessed a gun. Suspect 
Benson was not extremely cooperative with Detectives, as he was afraid of being labeled a 
"snitch", 


Several witnesses were contacted by Century Station Patrol Deputies (ExhibitJ/Reports). 


Deputies Espeleta and fBPon'acted two witnesses who heard the shots and saw Suspect 
ji s he ran from the Deputies. M SE -° that he, 
ad just returned from a fishing trip. y were seated in Mr. truck, 


which was parked in his driveway, when they heard two gun shots. A few seconds later, 
he saw a male black running past his truck, southbound in the driveway. He also stated he 
saw the male black holding a black object in his right hand. He could not identify the 
object. iS essentially the same as Mr, 


adjacent to the garage al 37th Street (Exhibit I/Photos). Thick grass prevented 
investigators fro ing the fourth shell casing. A bullet was found in front of the brick 
wall in the rear o; 137th Street (Exhibit H/Photos). This location was where Suspect 
ll on top of the wall, rolled onto his stomach, and pointed his gun at Deputies 


Three shell casings, ll factory ammunition, were found in the rear yard 
ti 


land Miranda. The bullet appears to have struck the second row of bricks near the 
top of the wall. (Exhibit G/Photos). 


A videotape of the location was taken by IAB investigators, and is on file at IAB 
headquarters. 
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EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND È 


RECOMMENDATIONS--NON-HIT SHOOTING, MAY 27, 1996, 
IAB REVIEW #010401 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee’s findings and 
recommendations concerning the non-hit shooting incident which occurred on May 27, 
1996. 


The committee met on November 7, 1996 and consisted of myself and Commanders John 
A. Hammargren (Contract Law Enforcement) and Luis M. Najera (Custody Division 
South). The committee determined that the use of deadly force by bee lg 
a ae. Crystal Miranda, es within policy. Please advise the 
leputies of 


is finding. 


The committee recommends that you debrief the deputies regarding their tactics in this 
incident; specifically, the communications necessary between partners and running past a 
suspect vehicle with another individual still inside. 


Accompanying this memo is the original PSTD Response Team package which contains 
the IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material, complete and 
sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and actions, and return the 
PSTD Response Team package to me through your division chief within 30 days. 


WTS:WCW:wew 


